September 18, 2022
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Mass Intentions for the
Week

Parish Giving
Thank you for your
continued
generosity.
Donations for the
weekend of
September10/11
totaled $4,829.
Faith Direct
donations for the
month of August
totaled $14,613.
Please consider
supporting our
Parish through
eGiving. Enrolling in
online giving will
simplify your
monthly budgeting
while also providing
for our Parish.
If you would like to
sign up, visit
faithdirect.org and
enter parish code
NJ732 We are very
grateful for your
kindness.

Please remember in your prayers:
Our Family & Friends

Saturday, September 17
5pm D. Edgardo Bernardo
Joanna Delia
Ronald Spirig
Sunday, September 18
7:30am Dennis Paulison
William Smith
9:00am Ronnie Kelly
Wyatt Thomas LaRicci
10:30am Dick Myers
Harry Myers
Peggy Melvin
12:00pm To Thank St Anthony

Helena, D’Estang, Shawn Black, Frank Miller
(for continued healing), Patti Alcock, Pearl
Law, Ed Schrak, John O’Leary, Marie
Loughlin, Steve Hogan, Mary Maffeo, Tony
Loughlin, Robert Taylor, Doug Prisinzano,
Sandra Buck, Judy Taylor, Eileen Langan,
Stephen Burke, Marie E. Logan, Bill Warrick,
Miah Tully, Michael O’Connor, Barbara
Bock, Debbie Dallemolle, Jackie Donnelley,
Colleen Dillion & Family, Jerry Warrick, Rose
Marie Warrick, Emma Scannelli.

Monday, September 19
12:10pm Irene Peradin (Mass of
Thanksgiving)

The deployed airmen of the 514th Air Mobility
Wing, the deployed airmen of the 621st
Contingency Wing, the deployed airmen of
the 914 Air Refueling Wing, SSGT Blake
Reidinger, LT Kelsey Bergh, PO1 Timothy
Butchko, MJR Gary Windt, LT Patrick
Leahey, LCDR Daniel M. Leahey, LT Mark
Leahey, LT Ryan Feeney, MJR Stephanie
Sittman, SSGT Thomas Sittman, LTR Andrew
McGuinness, SSGT Eric Wright, LT Mark Van
Orden, MSGT T.J. Hopkins, LT Kian Federick
Steward, LT Tyler Huhn, DC1 Alexander V.
Fernandez, CPL Irvin Carrithers, and newly
deployed Vincent Rizzo, SFC.

Tuesday, September 20
12:10pm Patrice Regeic
Wednesday, September 21
12:10pm Anthony Rizzo (8th)
Thursday, September 22
12:10pm Ann Marie Lagan
Friday, September 23
12:10pm Lester Resh
Phyllis Resh
Richie Esposito
Rose Prisco
Saturday, September 24
5pm
Joanna Delia
Edward Rolph

(Unless you notify the parish office, names will rotate
off the list in three months.)

All who serve in defense
of our Country,
both at home and abroad

Our Home-bound Parishioners
and friends at
Morris View Health Care,
Sunrise Assisted Living,
and Arbor Terrace.

This Week at St. Virgil’s
Sunday, September 18: Adult Choir Rehearsal at 9:45 a.m. in Choir Room
Catechetical Sunday, Blessing of all Catechists at Noon Mass
Tuesday, September 20: Synod Action Meeting at 6:30 pm in the Tracy Center
Wednesday, September 21: RCIA begins, 7:30 pm in the Tracy Center
Thursday, September 22: Bible Study at 10:30 am, in the Tracy Center
Divine Mercy at 6:30 pm, in the Chapel
Bible Study at 7:00 pm in SVC

The current economic challenges have made it very difficult for all of
us, and in particular the working poor of Morris County. Please be
generous.
Pantry’s Biggest Needs

Peanut butter 15-18oz
preferred
Pasta
Tomato products (sauce,
crushed,whole, diced, paste,
puree, etc.)
Side dishes—Rice-A-Roni,
HamburgerHelper, Instant
Potatoes, etc. (except
Stuffing and Mac & Cheese)

Cereal—lower sugar
preferred
Oatmeal
Fruit Cups
Soup—Hearty and
Condensed
Evaporated milk
Dry milk (1-qt. packages)
Calcium-fortified milk
alternatives

such as soy, rice or almond
milk
Healthy Snacks (i.e. Belvita
Breakfast Biscuits, Granola
Bars, Wheat Thins,
Ritz Crackers)
Baby Food—Stage 1, Stage 2
and Stage 3
Baby Diapers—Size 6
Baby Wipes

q

2022 – 2023 St. Virgil’s RCIA Program
AN INVITATION TO JOIN US FOR AN INCREDIBLE JOURNEY OF FAITH
Voices cried out last Spring, and the plans that are now appearing were made (while Covid
restrictions lifted) for Adult Education opportunities in this new educational year. RCIA is not
just for those who wish to enter the Catholic Faith or to complete their Sacraments of
Initiation. It is a perfect refresher course for adults who want to strengthen their
understanding of what our Faith teaches us, how we practice it, our sacraments, the liturgical
seasons, our feasts and fasts, what our symbols mean, and all those things that we might have
forgotten or didn’t have the chance to learn in school.
We will begin to meet on Wednesday, September 21, 2022, at 7:30 PM in the Tracy Center.
If you or someone you know may be interested in joining the program, please call the Parish
Office, 973-538-1418. Registration is available through September 21, 2022.
Study Night Starting on October 11th!
Father Marcin will be presenting his first study
series of the year, An Exploration of the Mass,
as inspired by Bishop Barron and Word on
Fire. The 6-part study will take us through the
Mass’s intimate encounter with Our Lord and
considers how God calls to us, and how we
respond and are joined with the Body, Blood,
Soul, and Divinity of Jesus through the Holy
Eucharist. Classes will meet on Tuesdays at 7
pm in the Tracy Center, starting on October
11th.

SYNOD ACTION MEETING Tuesday, September
20, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. at the Tracy Center.
Your voices have been heard. You told us your hopes
and dreams for our parish and our Church at the
Synod Listening Sessions earlier this year, Now is the
time for us to begin the exciting process of turning
those hopes and dreams into reality and building the
vibrant community of faith that we all desire. All are
welcome, and we hope you can attend. If you want
further information or have any thoughts on the
upcoming session, please contact Joe Connor or
Carole White-Connor at svlisteningparish@gmail.com

Evangelization Corner
Who or what is this beast from the sea? William Hendriksen identifies that this beast “symbolizes the persecuting power
of Satan embodied in all the nations and governments of the world throughout history.” There is a parallel between this
beast and the ‘little horn’ described in the Book of Daniel. Just as he spoke arrogantly and against the most high, this
beast blasphemes and claims divine prerogatives. Further, the sea from which this beast rises out of, represents the
Gentiles. Thus, this leader will be a Gentile ruler. He will have great power and authority given to him by the dragon or
Satan and he will be successful in getting the entire world to follow and worships him. Although not stated in Revelation,
many identify this beast as the Antichrist.
Whenever and wherever we see government persecution directed against God's people, we are seeing this beast at
work.
Why does God allow the beast to wage war against His people and conquer them? Unfortunately, this is not directly
answered in Revelation nor is the answer found in other New Testament texts. It should suffice to note that even though
He does not desire evil, God does allow evil to exist and to flourish. However, Revelation does say that God will allow evil
to run its course but for only a limited time. The duration of the beast’s activity will be forty-two months ─ the equivalent
of twelve hundred and sixty days and three and a half years. This seems to predict an increase of evil and hardship for
God's people during this time. This may lead one to ask, As Christians how are we to respond to persecution by this
seemingly all-powerful beast?
We are called to trust in God's goodness demonstrated by the gift of his son. Salvation is by faith and endurance. While
the dragon and the beast are mighty and powerful, they are no match for our God. Our God is all-powerful, and the
enemy is no match for Him.
John provides his readers with a sobering and prophetic declaration by repeating the concluding messages in the letters
to each of the seven churches in Chapters 2 and 3; “Whoever has ears ought to hear what the Spirit has to say to the
victors.” God promises that those who keep His ways until the very end: will eat from the tree of life, shall not be harmed
by the second death, will be given an amulet and a new name, will be given authority over the nations, will never have
their name erased from the Book of Life, will become a pillar in the temple of God, and shall sit with God on His throne.
Thus, our victory has been given to us in the Lord Jesus Christ, the One through whom we already now possess heaven
itself.
Revelation speaks of two end-time adversaries of Christ. The first, is the beast, whom we have just discussed who has the
political power to persecute the Christians. The second beast is known as ‘the beast from the earth’ and ‘the false
prophet.’ He has the power of deception. This beast performs wonderous signs, leads the people astray, and compels
worship of the first beast and its image. We will discuss this second beast further in next week’s column.
God bless and may His grace be with each of us as we continue on our journey with Christ.
THE BIRTH OF THE MESSIAH

Women’s Advent Morning Retreat on Saturday, December 3, 8:30 – 12:00 in the Tracy Center

A women's morning of prayer and meditation will be presented about the women and men who were critical to
bringing about the Birth of Our Savior. We will spend time in listening, prayer, questioning and sisterhood. Tea,
coffee and... will be available.
As with our Lenten retreat, "The 4 Women at the Foot of the Cross", we will gather at 8:30 a.m. with
registration. Our retreat experience will be from 9 a.m. until noon, when we promise to complete our pilgrimage
of awaiting.
For any of those of you who have awaited a birth, you know that there is so much to do, so much to experience,
so much to anticipate and so much joy in the completion.
The Annual Silver and Gold Anniversary Mass will be held at The Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist in
Paterson on Sunday, November 6th, at 3 pm. Bishop Sweeney will serve as main celebrant. If this is your 25th,
50th, or 60+ Year Anniversary, you can register at the following site:
https://insidethewalls.org/golden-and-silver-wedding-anniversary-celebration The diocese wishes to
receive registration in this fashion, but if you have any difficulties registering online, please call the parish office
(973-538-1418) and we will gladly assist you in filling out your registration. Deadline to register is October 7th.

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
The Mass is divided into two sections: the
Liturgy of the Word - with the Gospel as the
highpoint, and the Liturgy of the Eucharist,
with the Eucharist being its “Highpoint.”
To the right are short quotes reflecting the
theme of each reading

Entrance Antiphon: “...I will be their Lord forever”.
First Reading: Amos:4-7 “Never will I forget a thing they have
done!”
Responsorial Psalm 113:1-8 “Praise the Lord who lifts up the poor.”
Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-8 “There is only one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.”
Gospel: Luke 16:1-13 “No servant can serve two masters.”
Communion Antiphon: Psalm 119: 4-5 “.... may my ways be firm in
keeping your statutes… I know my sheep, and mine knows me.”

When we started this liturgical year, we began by discussing that each Mass has a theme which begins with the
Entrance Antiphon. We start today in a slightly different form by including small and sometimes pithy phrases from
many of the readings - a summary of themes from each part of the Mass. As previously discussed, often there is a
psalm with a beginning, middle and end, which is meant to help unite each section of the Mass. The readings also
are in historical order, the first reading from the Old Testament; the second from the Apostles; and the third
reading, which is the highlight reading from the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John.
From these short quotes during today’s Mass, we have much to ponder and can almost hear Christ telling us of the
singleness of our relationship with God, including the restatement of our relationship to God as our Good
Shepherd, who cares for each of us.
Lord, please help each of us to find the “message” at each Mass.

Parish Picnic! Be Our Guests!
All Parishioners are invited to attend our Parish
Picnic on October 2nd. Hamburgers and Hot Dogs
and some tasty sides will be provided, as well as
cold bottled water. There will be a cake for our
guest of honor, Gloria, and we encourage you to
bring any baked treats that you would like to
share to round out the picnic table, and of course
any beverages that you might choose for your
own family’s enjoyment. We’d love to see you
there!

RESPECT LIFE RAFFLE – October 1&2
Sold prior to and after all masses. Raffles
$10.00 each.
1st Prize 2023 Volvo XC40 AWD SUV value
$42,400.00
2nd Prize Shoprite gift card value $1,000.00
3rd Prize Shoprite gift card value $750.00
4th Prize Shoprite gift card value $500.00
Drawing at Maggiano’s Little Italy in
Bridgewater on November 18, 2021. Winner
need not be present. Proceeds will benefit
New Jersey Right to Life, the state’s oldest
and largest pro-life organization.

Blessing of the Pets
On Saturday, October 1st, there will be a blessing of
the pets at 11 am near the statue of Saint Francis
on the lawn outside the church. You are welcome
to bring your dogs, cats, birds, fish, or any other
beloved creatures to be blessed in honor of their
patron saint as we approach his October 4th Feast
Day.

The Knights of Columbus #3495 would like to
thank everyone for the support of our
annual Intellectual Disabilities Drive this past
weekend. Through the generosity of the
parish and the community, we raised over
$2600. 100% of those funds will go to the
various charities our Council supports for
organizations that assist the disabled

The Adult Choir is meeting again, after a hot summer off,
and is eager to welcome new voices and new friends to
the chorus. Choir Mass is at 10:30 every Sunday. Practice
is at 9:45 in the music room. Join us or email Patrick
Phillips at music@stvirgilparish.org

There’s still time to sign up for the September 26th
Golf Outing! Forms remain by the church doors.
Tee time is 1 pm, you can still sign up just to
attend the dinner. A good time is guaranteed!
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